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MAIN IDEA: God often sets us on the path to redemption by taking us through the pain of ruin.

OVERVIEW OF THE BOOK OF RUTH
1.
Place

2.
Time period (Judges 21:25)

3.
Purpose

4.
Outline

•Chapter 1 – Answering Bitterness with Blessing

•Chapter 2 – Risking Humiliation with Service

•Chapter 3 – Overcoming Obstacles with Obedience

•Chapter 4 – Replacing Ruin with  Redemption

STEP 1: REBELLION AGAINST GOD’S COVENANT PROMISES
(1:1-5)
1.
Fleeing from God’s promises

2.
What’s in a name?

3.
Disgracing the family (Deuteronomy 23:3)

STEP 2: RETURN UNDER GOD’S HEAVY HAND (1:6-18)
1.
A desperate situation (6-7)

2.
A concerned mother (8-14)

3.
A loyal daughter (15-18)

STEP 3: RECRIMINATION AGAINST GOD’S SOVEREIGN ACTION (1:19-22).
1.
A sensational return

2.
An outpouring of bitterness

APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1.
Have you experienced a place where you thought your life was in ruin?  What were the conditions?

2.
What happened to bring you out of that place of ruin?  What steps did you see God taking to bring you out?

3.
What lessons about God did you learn as you looked back?

