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MAIN IDEA: The kingdom heart tells the truth without need of embellishment. 

DISTORTION IN TRUTH-TELLING
1.
What the Old Testament says about telling the truth (Matthew 5:33)

Exodus 20:7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain.” (Third Commandment)

Exodus 20:16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” (Ninth Commandment)

Leviticus 19:11-12 11 “Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not deceive one another. 12 Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am the LORD.”

Numbers 30:2 “When a man makes a vow to the LORD or takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything he said.”
2.
The Pharisees on telling the truth

3.
Jesus on telling the truth (Matthew 6:34-37; Compare Matthew 23:16-22)

DECLINE IN TRUTH-TELLING
1.
At the national level

2.
At the local level

3.
At the personal level

DISCIPLINE IN TRUTH-TELLING (Matthew 5:37)
1.
Truth-telling requires consistency.

2.
Truth-telling requires a certain quality.

Ephesians 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.

Ephesians 4:25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.
3.
Truth-telling reflects a certain character.

Exodus 34:6 Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;

Psalm 119:160 All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.

John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 14:6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
APPLICATION
1.
Do I take seriously the vows I have made, especially my marriage vows?

2.
Do my children see me as a parent who follows through with his/her promises?

3.
Am I known in my place of work as one who can be relied upon for being truthful, even when I am in the wrong?

4.
If I am a student, do I avoid cheating, even when I know no one will notice?

