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MAIN IDEA: God has called us to balance our approach to divorce between our hardness of heart and His healing of our heart.

WHAT JESUS HAD TO SAY ABOUT DIVORCE
Four “divorce sayings”:
Matthew 5:31-32 and Luke 16:18

Matthew 19:3-9 and Mark 10:2-12

1.
The Permanence of Marriage (Matthew 19:3-6)

2.
The Permission for Divorce (Matthew 19:7-8)

Hardness of Heart --  a settled, non-negotiable resistance to changing what we want even if we know it is NOT what God wants.
3.
Jesus’s Pronouncement (Matthew 19:9)

•What is the meaning of the exception clause “for porneia”?

•What situation is Jesus describing which precipitates adultery?

WHAT PAUL HAD TO SAY ABOUT DIVORCE
1.
Divorce involving Christians (1 Corinthians 7:10-11)

2.
Divorce in a “mixed” marriage (1 Corinthians 7:12-16)

WHAT THE SCRIPTURES SAY ABOUT THE WOUNDED HEART
1.
Second Chances by Judith S. Wallerstein & Sandra Blakeslee

2.
Romans 8:1; 8:31-39

Ps 147:3 “He heals the brokenhearted And binds up their wounds.”
HOW DO WE DEAL WITH THE REALITY OF DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE?
1.
What do we do when an individual or couple in our church is contemplating divorce?

2.
How do we embrace singles in our church who have divorced?

3.
How do we counsel divorced persons in our church who wish to remarry?

4.
How do we embrace people in our church who have remarried?

Ephesians 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
