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MAIN IDEA: God has created marriage as a covenant relationship intended for life.

SOME GROUND RULES
THE KEY PASSAGES
•Matthew 5:31-21

•Matthew 19:3-9

THE CREATION OF MARRIAGE
1.
Who is in view? (Genesis 1:27)

2.
What lies at the heart of marriage?  (Genesis 2:24-25)

•Trust

•Transparency

•Treasuring

3.
What did Jesus conclude? (Matthew 19:6)

THE COVENANT OF MARRIAGE (Malachi 2:13-14)
1.
Covenant vs. Contract

2.
Parties to this covenant

3.
God’s commentary on divorce (Malachi 2:16)

THE CORROSION OF MARRIAGE (Deuteronomy 24:1-4)
1.
What the passage actually says

2.
Two leading schools of interpretation in Jesus’s day

3.
Jesus’s conclusions (Matthew 19:8)

QUESTIONS FOR OURSELVES ON MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE
1.
Do I share Jesus’s heart on the permanence of marriage?

2.
Do I embrace our marriage as a covenant, not as a convenience?

3.
Do I tremble at the hardness of heart I may see in myself and in others?

