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MAIN IDEA: The kingdom of the heavens is available to those who least expect it – the sat upon, spat upon, ratted on.

OVERVIEW OF THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
1.
Context: The Kingdom of the heavens is here! (Matthew 4:17)

2.
Purpose: To develop habits of the kingdom heart.

3.
Misunderstandings:

•Legalism (Matt. 5:20)

•Perfectionism (Matt. 5:48)

APPROACHES TO THE BEATITUDES
1.
Required social action for justice now

2.
Required conditions for life in the Kingdom

3.
Required attitudes for life in the Kingdom

ASSUMPTIONS OF THE CULTURE
1.
“God’s blessings on you are proportional to God’s pleasure with you.”

2.
How Jesus teaches
AVAILABILITY OF THE KINGDOM OF THE HEAVENS
1.
Meaning of “blessed”

2.
Context of Matthew 4:23-25

3.
Jesus’s goal

4.
“The sat upon, spat upon, ratted on” (Paul Simon from “Blessed”)

WHAT DO THE BEATITUDES HAVE FOR US?
•Isaiah 61:1-2

•Isaiah 61:3

